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LEGISLATORS ASK GOV. EASLEY TO HALT EXECUTIONS UNTIL PROBLEMS CAN BE DETERMINED 

BILL TO BE INTRODUCED CALLING FOR A HALT IN EXECUTIONS
PENDING STUDY OF LETHAL INJECTION

Raleigh, N.C. – 30 legislators have sent a letter to Gov. Easley asking for an immediate suspension of executions until there is an assurance that North Carolina’s method of lethal injection clearly meets the U.S. constitutional requirements as Gov. Jeb Bush imposed in Florida. Eight additional states have recently halted executions to review their process. Because three executions are scheduled for the next three weeks, we feel it is of the utmost importance the issue be addressed.

A bill establishing a legislative study commission on lethal injection will be introduced in the North Carolina Legislature. The bill is in response to the mounting evidence that the procedure used to execute prisoners in North Carolina has the potential to cause undue and excruciating pain, a violation of the 8th Amendment to the Constitution against cruel and unusual punishment. The risk is heightened by the policy issued by the North Carolina Medical Board on January 18th prohibiting doctors from taking part in executions.

In an execution in Florida last month, the poison was injected into muscles instead of the prisoner’s veins, requiring injection of a second dose and causing the procedure to take 34 minutes. The combination of drugs that are used and the way they are administered have the potential to cause excruciating pain, according to medical experts. This same protocol is used in North Carolina. 

The purpose of the legislative commission will be to determine if the lethal injection protocols are medically sound. The commission will consider the protocol regarding who administers the drugs, how much of each chemical should be used, how prison officials should proceed if an inmate has a medical condition preventing intravenous administration and other relevant subjects.

The Commission shall consist of legislative members appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, members of the medical and pharmaceutical community, and lay citizens, appointed by the Governor.

Until the Commission has completed its study, executions will be halted in North Carolina.
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